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Introduction
As a colony, Tanzania, formerly known as Tanganyika, was under the administration of the Germans in 1985-1919 and later under the British who came later as trustees of the territory in 1919-1961. During this era human rights were not observed because they were considered to be against the aims of colonialism; even after independence a concern for human rights was resisted by the regime on the ground that the absence of a bill of rights in the British Constitution had not made Britain erode rule of law.

In 1961, Tanganyika got independence but the rules that were applied by the colonialists continued to exist, because the country was at that time in the process of nationalization and human right was not high on the agenda.  A good example can be seen in the case of Hatimali Adamji vs. EAPT Corporation. Adamji claimed before the court that an act of being forced to retire from employment simply because of Africanization was against the Constitution which prohibited racism, but the plaintiff did not win in this case as the court argued that the preamble was not part of the Constitution and therefore not part of the law of the land.
It was not until 1984 when a bill of rights was incorporated into the Constitution of the country.

Since then Tanzania has ratified many conventions on human rights such as the Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination Against Women, The Convention on the Rights of the Child,
 Convention on the Rights of the Disabled
, Convention on Civil and Political Rights, African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child
, and the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa to mention a few.
 Despite the signing and ratification of these treaties there are still challenges in accepting various human rights because many things are culturally based, and changing ones culture is not an easy process, it demands enough time to research and educate the persons concerned on the relevance of human rights so that they can understand at heart and not through the force of law.
Current trends of human rights in Tanzania
Right to life

The Constitution of the United Republic of Tanzania provides for the right to life.
 Despite the existence of this right, there are problems for some people because of their status. For instance, people with albinism are being killed by people who believe in witchcraft, and the state has been trying to arrest and punish those who are found guilty of killing albinos.
 Nevertheless, such killings are common enough that albinos are in constant fear for their lives. It is true that some people who have been sentenced to death by hanging for the killing of these people.
 But merely trying to stop a few perpetrators does not address the real cause- a witchcraft belief that albinos are “potent medicine.” Imprisoning or executing some killers will not solve a problem that requires the state to undertake a community-awareness campaign about the right of every individual to live.

 The right to life is also challenged when it comes to the death penalty. The Tanzanian penal code retains the punishment of death by hanging to those who kill others
, but human rights activists, especially the Legal and Human Rights Centre, a non-profit organization, has been campaigning for the abolition of this punishment based on the fact that it is inhumane
. To date Tanzania has not signed the convention on the abolition of death penalty, but it could be wise to do so taking into consideration the fact that criminal investigation could lead to wrong conclusions; most significantly, the state could end up  hanging a wrong person especially in a country like Tanzania where there is lack of investigation expertise. Some will point out that that the last execution in Tanzania took place in 1994,
 so the likelihood of being executed is in practice very low. Nevertheless, one can argue that those who are in prison under a death sentence are being psychologically tortured just waiting for execution.
Rights of persons with disabilities

Tanzania has made efforts to ensure that the rights of persons with disabilities are protected. The efforts include the signing and ratification of the United Nations Treaty on Persons with Disabilities, the optional protocol
 and enactment of the law to cater for the rights of persons with disabilities.
 The Act has interesting provisions on how these people should be treated but the problem has been on the implementation of this law especially when it comes to building friendly infrastructure to helping them to do some activities that can contribute to their development. For instance, people who are blind, deaf and lame, are still facing public transport challenges, thus, much is expected from the government to ensure that these people are enjoying other rights despite their disabilities. I would propose that persons with disabilities are afforded with all requirements needed to ease their ways of doings things so that they can fully enjoy their rights just like other citizens. If it is possible for Canada to help in this area, it would be a great benefit, especially for those who are living in villages who most of the time are forgotten.
Rights of women

Women in Tanzania have for a long time been disregarded, considered to be properties of their fathers and their husbands. They are regarded as weak members of the community who cannot do much for the benefit of the community. Tanzania ratified the convention on the elimination of discrimination against women; there are measures that have been taken by the country to ensure that women are given equal opportunities in every sector. A good example in Tanzania is women parliamentarians. Some of them hold special seats but the community is slowly gaining confidence in electing female just as they elect male parliamentarians. At the present time, the vice president is a woman and there are others who are ministers. The country has an ambitious plan or ensuring that by 2025 there will be a 50:50 representation in all administrative positions.
The Law of Marriage Act of 1971, revised edition of 2002 is in tandem with the Constitution of the United Republic of Tanzania because it gives women the right to own and dispose of property. Previously, there were some communities in Tanzania which did not allow a woman to own land. Nevertheless, despite the existence of various laws and policies that aim at empowering women, there is a tendency among women to see themselves as being incapable of doing some things without the assistance of men. More needs to be done to ensure that women are better educated to understand that they can do as much or even more than men. Some laws need to be amended in Tanzania to accommodate the fact that the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) maintains that women shall have equal responsibilities with men, but when one reads the Law of Marriage Act, he or she finds that the law states that it is the duty of a man to maintain a woman and children but a woman can do so only when the man is incapacitated and unable to maintain the family. If the aim is equality, then there is a great need of ensuring that those laws that are discriminating men are changed. However, Tanzanian culture upholds the idea that, despite changing of laws, women will never be placed in the same position as that of men. Therefore, more education is needed to inform men on the possibility of women doing the same things as men for the development of families and the nation as a whole.
Rights of children
Tanzania ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989; in 2009 the country enacted the law of the child Act aiming at ensuring that the rights of children are well protected so that the rights of children can be fully attained. More importantly the country introduced free elementary education which supports the Constitutional right to education. Until recently, many children back then could not continue with secondary education because of tuition fees. The government is struggling to provide reasonably priced secondary education, but there is a challenge to build and furnish classrooms and hire enough teachers. Without sufficient numbers of well trained teachers, the challenge is to ensure that students are studying in a good environment.
 Currently, the situation is not good as far as teachers are concerned because the majority of them lack the expertise required to transform the lives of children in schools. Also, the current president, is seeking to eliminate ghost-workers from the federal payroll, has forbidden any new hires for over a year now. Since public schools teachers are public employees, this means that graduates of up-to-date teacher- training programs were not hired for the last academic year and so far have not been hired for the current one. Therefore, there is an increasingly problematic shortage of teachers in public school classrooms.

Despite the presence of the law for the protection of children, still children are being abused by strangers and even people who are closely related to them. There are children who are raped by their parents or other members of the society thereby causing mental and physical trauma and others are involved in hard labor
 which hampers their educational and health development. 

A piece of good news is that Tanzania was the first country in Africa to undertake a study on sexual violence against children and the results showed that three out of every ten girls and three out of twenty boys had suffered sexual violence. More efforts need to be taken to educate the public about children’s rights because without doing so, children will continue to suffer at the hands of their abusers. Child abuse persists both because of witchcraft beliefs and the fear of disclosing close relatives who abuses children. More education on children’s rights is needed to ensure that they fully enjoy their rights.
Rights of minorities

Minorities are defined as those people whose religious beliefs, traditions, culture or status place them at a disadvantage.
 Minorities groups in Tanzania mostly are considered to be those who wish to preserve their language and culture, but with the development of human rights, there are the rights of gays and lesbians to consider. However, these rights are not recognized. It is a criminal offence to have sex against nature, though what is against nature is has not been defined by the Act. The provision states that ‘any person who (a) has carnal knowledge of any person against the order of nature commits an offence, and is liable to imprisonment for life.
 To quote from a South African, he was of the view that the act of the Malawian courts to pass a sentence of 15 years in imprisonment was unconstitutional as it was against their right to privacy.
 I would take his point of view as perfect in terms of constitutional provisions, but in Tanzania these are viewed as acts that are brought by western culture although the literature shows that homosexuality has been in Africa for long, and Tanzania is not an exception
. There is a need of conducting a research and unveil the truth of the matter about homosexuality in Tanzania so that those who are objecting the legalization can understand as to why some would like to have it legalized and find a balance between the two. 
Canada/Tanzania human rights engagements
Immunization support in Tanzania- Right to health and life
This was a two- year project of which Canada was supporting UNICEF to perfect the cold chain capacity and storage for vaccines at both regional and national levels the aim being to save the lives of Tanzanian children who used to suffer morbidity, mobility and mortality. This project enabled training to the health officials and walk- in cold rooms were made available for the storage of medicine against polio, tuberculosis, measles and tetanus.
 This is a very good contribution from Canada because it aims at protecting the right to life of Tanzanian’s children who used to suffer because of lack of vaccine.
Registration of children

The government of Tanzania, with the assistance of the government of Canada, has started the campaign of registering children below the age of five. The aim of registering children is to ensure that they are rightly protected and their needs can be easily met having known their number.
 The law of the Child Act of 2009 of Tanzania provides registration of birth as a right to a child. For a long time, Tanzanians have been struggling in getting their birth certificates, the reason being lack of knowledge on the importance of being registered as a citizen of a nation and the role that the birth certificate plays and others are lacking money to pay for the same. Not only is there the cost of the certificate itself; travelling to the correct office, often several times, is too expensive and time-consuming for many Tanzanians. Therefore, the involvement of Canada in supporting free registration of children in Tanzania has helped many children to be registered and get their birth certificates. One would suggest that the exercise should continue to help majority of children attain this right.
Supporting the improvement of quality education- right to education 

The quality of education in Tanzania has for some years been off track, the government has been struggling to ensure that children are gaining quality education for their own betterment and that those of the country as a whole. Canada is supporting a nongovernmental organization called ‘Hakielimu’ which means right to education. Hakielimu does a lot of sensitization to the members of the community on the status of education in Tanzania. Its role has awakened government leaders to start rectifying the situation. For instance, a good number of schools were lacking desks, and this used to be portrayed in Hakielimu’s adverts. So the support of Canada to this NGO is of great importance to the nation. In addition to that, the government of Canada is funding a project where teachers and the community are trained on how to make the learning environment attract children so that they can enjoy being at school and at the same time improving the quality of education.

Despite the fact that, the government of Tanzania has recently abolished primary school fees, this has not improved the quality of education due to the fact that schools have been overcrowded, and teachers are not motivated hence leading to low quality of education.
 Low quality education cannot make citizens realize their rights for their own development and the nation as a whole. It is a fact that Tanzania is blessed with natural resources which can help in lifting the lives of citizens when properly utilized, the country has gas, oil, natural forests, rivers, ocean and minerals. Without having good experts in all these fields, it is impossible for the nation to develop, because poor quality education cannot make one become a good lawyer to bargain on investment issues and in signing deals with those who are most experienced. Therefore, Canada’s support in Tanzanian education system is of paramount importance for the assurance of human right to education.
At the present moment, another factor is the decline of quality of education in Tanzania because prospective teachers must be found from graduates of secondary school, and there is a growing cadre of school leavers with low grades. The government is currently trying to resolve this by ensuring that those who are to teach in primary schools should have passed their Form Four examinations.
Ending girl child violence and forced marriage
Girls in Tanzania suffer violence and most of them do not report incidences. The violence directed to girls make them not attending school and many end up with early pregnancies which can lead to their deaths. It is important that Canada is funding a project to end gender violence.
 Despite the fact that some people are currently aware of not abusing children, yet there is a great need of ensuring that entire community is aware of the dangers associated with gender violence especially to girls. Some parents force their children to marry at the age when they are not ready to take up family roles. Hence, Canada is supporting a project to end forced child marriages which is good for the development of these children because they can fully realize their dreams rather than having them dashed by being married and parents themselves before they are legal adults.
Rights of the elderly in Tanzania

Elderly people in Tanzania suffer a great deal of abuse by the communities around them. In some areas they are labeled as witches simply because of their red eyes which are caused by the smoke due to the usage of firewood for cooking. Some have been killed or harmed as a result of witchcraft beliefs.
 The government of Tanzania has been warning people not to take laws in their hands, but still elderly people suffer discrimination which is against the country’s constitution which provides for the right to life and not to be discriminated regardless of ones status in life. However, the government should put in place ways of helping elderly persons who are living in dangerous conditions. Report shows that the numbers of elders living in dangerous conditions have increased in Arusha
, but this could be happening even in other regions of the country. Despite the government’s efforts of helping the elderly to acquire free medical treatment evidence suggests that they are still suffering when they go to hospitals for free service.
Conclusion
This aim of writing this paper was to examine how Canada has been engaged in assisting the implementation of human rights in Tanzania. Despite Canada’s engagement there is scant literature on this subject, suggesting that deeper research needs to be done to understand and communicate the impact of this engagement and its possible challenges.  The paper has shown the historical background of human rights in Tanzania, from the time of the colonial masters who did not observe human rights when, as colonizers, they themselves had ignored them.

Pressure from the Tanganyika Law Society and other sources finally made the government agree to include a bill of rights in the Constitution. Since then modern Tanzania has ratified many human rights conventions and passed many pieces of related legislation.

Despite the fact that human rights are currently protected by the Constitution and Tanzanian law, there are still significant violations. Legislation defending human rights exists, but implementing those laws remains a challenge. It is worth noting that Canada has been and still funding different human rights projects as in women’s children’s rights, more assistance is needed to ensure that Tanzanians enjoy their Constitutional rights.
On our African continent, we would like to see the academic armed with more and more courage in order to save the dignity of thinking. He must constantly question his own ideas, his old idols, his beliefs and his false evidences. He must proceed with his self-analysis. It is in this logic that I see cooperation between Canada and English-speaking Africa in the field of human rights research. I sincerely hope that this approach will be developed especially in many of our African universities where research is increasingly neglected and fading away.
I would like to see this cooperation between Canada and Africa transform the African university into a truly space of free discussion par excellence, especially in this sensitive field of human rights. The only norm that must prevail is critical self-discipline, the primacy of ideological pluralism, the ability to listen to others, and the method of reflection. It should not be a question of shutting up the other’s voice, or of having recourse, in the absence of valid argument, to ad hominem attacks (attacking the reputation of a person or institution that supports an opinion with which one disagrees rather than contesting the opinion itself), as we have seen in certain writings in some countries. It should rather be an avenue to struggle together for the conquest of truth by revealing binding evidences.

 I would also suggest that Tanzanian leaders should put into action what is available in our laws because these leaders are well-placed to understand the importance of observing human rights, yet they themselves are often guilty of violating the same. The most important research that could be done would be to discover what hinders leaders to bring into reality the stated rights in the Constitution. 

To conclude all these, I must say that there is a deep gap on the African continent in terms of literature, especially in the context of economic and political interests in which the role of professors and researchers need to be interwoven.  Yet we must play an active role as factors of production, as creators and disseminators of knowledge capital. The knowledge that we produce must act as a capital of power and social transformation for the groups or organizations that possess it. There is a dearth of literature to expound on this reality, especially in the field of human rights.

In this context, university research has to become a factor in the economic development of the nation. We rely on researchers either to be creative, inventive, producer of knowledge or new knowledge, or both; either to apply knowledge to specific sectors, or to manage innovation just as much as other sectors. Research and development capacity of the economy of each nation depends on the quality of the workforce and therefore the training it has received at the university and other institutions of higher learning.


One can add that the economic function of university research falls within the context of internationalization, and I believe that it is in this context that we are gathered here today.
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